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WASHINGTON -- U.S. Representative John Olver (D-First District)                announced today that the Connecticut River was named one of the                nation's 10 American Heritage Rivers. The designation, recommended                to the President by the Presidential Advisory Committee, was based                on the rivers' historical importance, community support and development                plans. The President is expected to officially announce the winners                shortly.              

"I am thrilled that the President is going to recognize the historical                and cultural significance of the Connecticut River," Rep. Olver                said. "This is going to do so much for what we have been working                so hard to achieve. Now, our efforts to restore the river's health,                increase economic development, and boost tourism will get priority                assistance from federal agencies and programs."              

The American Heritage Rivers initiative was announced last year                by President Clinton as an effort to provide innovative ways to                protect the environment and redevelop local communities. The program                was specifically designed to give the rivers' communities special                consideration and priority from federal agencies through collaborative                efforts to integrate economic, environmental and historic preservation                programs and services.              

The Connecticut River designation had received support from 13                regional planning commissions, nonprofit land trusts, local conservation                and historic preservation groups, as well as urban revitalization                organizations.             
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